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Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 75 Is objected to because of the following infomnalities: it appears that the terms 
"received to" refer to "transmitted to". Please change the term "received" to -transmitted- or an 
appropriate confection is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his Invention. 

3. Claims 63-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Claims 63, 70, and 74 are indefinite because there is no antecedent basis for the 
limitation "the recorded signal material" and/or "the original signal material" in lines 3-4. 

' Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
' public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 63-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ryan (U.S. 
5.315,448 A). 

Regarding claim 63, Ryan teaches a method for providing copy protection of signal 
material (digital video) transmitted via digital delivery networks (i.e., cable TV systems) (col. 7. 
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lines 55-58 and figure 1), wherein a copy protection signal prevents copying and/or subsequent 
viewing of the recorded signal material while allowing viewing of the original signal material (see 
abstract), comprising: generating a copy protection commands having a mode control command 
of one or more bit (SCPS bits); transmitting the signal material (digital video) and the mode 
control command to a plurality of remote devices (14, 10) coupled to the networks; and In 
response to the mode control command, activating the copy protection signal for the signal 
material (adding or setting to high the second or actual anti-copy bit) in one or more remote 
device to prevent said copying and/or subsequent viewing of the recorded signal material while 
allowing viewing of the original signal material (see col. 7, lines 34-54; col. 8, lines 3-15). 

Regarding claim 64, Ryan teaches transmitting the copy protection signal (within the 
video signal) to the plurality of remote devices; and applying the transmitted copy protection 
signal to the signal material in response to the mode control command (see col. 7, line 67 to col. 
8, line 9). 

Regarding claim 65, Ryan teaches storing the copy protection signal (within 60) in one or 
more of the remote devices; and recovering the copy protection signal from storage and 
applying the recovered copy protection signal to the signal material (adding or setting anti-copy 
bit in the digital video signal) in response to the mode control command (in response to present 
of the first SCPS bit) (see col. 7. lines 41-48). 

Regarding claim 66, Ryan teaches that the copy protection command includes a 
changeable configuration bit pattern (the serial copy protection scheme bits) indicative of one or 
more copy protection signal; and the copy protection signal is applied to the signal material in 
response to a corresponding configuration bit pattern selected by the mode control command 
(the first SCPS bit) (see col. 7, lines 36-54). 
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Regarding claim 67, Ryan teaches storing said copy protection signal (within 60) in 
respective remote devices; recovering a selected signal of said one or more copy protection 
signal from storage in response to a con-esponding configuration bit pattern selected by the 
mote control command (the first SCPS bit) (see col. 7, lines 36-54); and applying the copy 
protection signal to the signal material to modify the signal material (adding or setting anti-copy 
bit in the digital video signal) such that a copy thereof is unviewable, is viewable but uncopiable 
(see col. 7, lines 43-54; col. 8, lines 3-15). 

/Regarding claim 68, Ryan teaches that the mode control command and the configuration 
bit pattem each comprise one or more bit (see col. 7, lines 36-43). 

Regarding claim 69, Ryan teaches that the copy protection command includes a bit 
pattern for on/off/mode control and a multiple bit pattern which defines the changeable 
configuration bit pattem (i.e., set the second bit to high) (see col. 7, lines 41-50). 

Regarding claim 70, Ryan teaches a system for controlling copy protection of proprietary 
signal material (digital video) transmitted via digital delivery networks (i.e., cable TV systems) 
(col. 7. lines 55-58 and figure 1), wherein a service provider (i.e.. broadcaster or provider) 
enables a copy protection signal which prevents unauthorized copying and/or subsequent 
viewing of the recorded signal material while allowing viewing of the original signal material by 
consumers even when the original signal material is watchable (see abstract), the system 
comprising: a service provider center (broadcaster or provider) for supplying a copy protection 
command having a mode control command of one or more bit (SCPS bits) (col. 7, lines 55-57 
and figure 1); a transmitter (i.e., cable TV transmission system) for selectively transmitting the 
signal material (digital video) and the mode control command (col. 7, lines 55-57 and figure 1); 
and a device (14. 10) located with each consumer for providing the copy protection signal and 
for selectively applying the copy protection signal to the signal material (by adding or setting to 
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high the second or actual anti-copy bit) in response to the mode control command to prevent 
copying and/or subsequent viewing of the recorded signal material while allowing viewing of the 
original signal material (see col. 7, lines 34-54; col. 8. lines 3-15). 

Regarding claim 71, Ryan teaches transmitting the copy protection signal (via the digital 
video signal) to the device 10 (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 72. Ryan teaches the copy protection signal is stored in the device 
(within 60) (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 73. Ryan teaches that the copy protection command includes a 
configuration bit pattern command (SCPS bits) which detemnines a programmable operating 
configuration of the copy protection signal; the transmitter transmits the configuration bit pattern 
command (SCPS bits); and the device selectively (based on the present of the first SCPS bit) 
applies the programmable operating configuration to the signal material (adding or setting anti- 
copy bit in the digital video signal) in response to the mode control command (based on the 
present of the first SCPS bit) (see col. 7. lines 43-54; col. 8, lines 3-15). 

Regarding claim 74. Ryan teaches a method for providing copy protection of signal 
material (digital video) to remote devices (14, 10) via transmitted via digital delivery networks 
(i.e., cable TV systems) (col. 7, lines 55-58 and figure 1), wherein a copy protection signal 
prevents copying and/or subsequent viewing of a recorded signal material while allowing 
viewing of the original signal material (see abstract), comprising: generating a copy protection 
commands having a mode control command of one or more bit (SCPS bits); transmitting the 
signal material (digital video) and the mode control command to a plurality of remote devices 
(14. 10) coupled to the networks; and in response to the mode control command, activating the 
copy protection signal for the signal material (adding or setting to high the second or actual anti- 
copy bit) in one or more remote device to prevent said copying and/or subsequent viewing of 
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the recorded signal material while allowing viewing of the original signal material (see col. 7. 
lines 34-54; col. 8, lines 3-15). 

Regarding claim 75. Ryan teaches transmitting the copy protection signal (via the digital 
video signal) to the device 10 (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 76. Ryan teaches the copy protection signal is stored in the device 
(within '60) (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 77, Ryan teaches that the copy protection command includes a 
programmable configuration bit pattern (SCPS bits) for determining a selected copy protection 
signal configuration to be applied to the signal material; and the selected copy protection 
configuration is applied to the signal material (by adding or setting anti-copy bit in the digital 
video signal) in response to the programmable configuration bit pattern enable by the mode 
control command (based on the present of the first SCPS bit) (see col. 7. lines 43-54; col. 8. 
lines 3-15). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Yamauchi (US 5,668,873 A) teaches a video signal processor with copy prevention 
function. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonmation for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infonmation about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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